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simply for political games. Even more
importantly is that, and that solid
statement is exactly what is going on
at the White House as he approaches
this veto.

I would hope that he would realize
that people—men and women, of all
ages, from the chief of staff of the
Army all the way down to the lowest
private—have gone and risked their
lives fighting for freedom and for lib-
erty for the last 12 years; and they are
being rewarded by a President that
won’t even back them up by passing
the National Defense Authorization
Act, something that has been passed by
every House, every Senate, and every
President for the last 53 years.

His reasoning is, I want more money
for the welfare programs, which have
been plussed-up over the years until
some of them are out of control.
Doesn’t he think about the guys out
there getting shot at or blown up and
who must wonder why the Commander
in Chief, the person who our military
ultimately answers to, is not on his
side, is not standing up for the soldier?

In my district, we have sent
warfighters from Fort Hood to these
actions now for 12 years. They deserve
the support of this Congress. They de-
serve the support of the President of
the United States.

This is a good bill. It is a bill that
meets the President’s standards that
he set for this bill, gives him the in-
creases he requested in this bill; yet, he
is going to veto it for his political con-
venience. This is a shame, a shame on
the country, a shame on the Presi-
dency.

I hope that the President will recon-
sider. If not, I hope this body will have
the strength to override this veto and
stand up for the American soldier.

——————

PALESTINIAN TERRORISM IN
ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, at
least nine Israelis have been killed and
many wounded in the latest wave of
Palestinian terror.

Nearly every day in the past few
weeks, Palestinians have stabbed, shot,
or run over innocent Israeli Jews.
These terrorists do not care who their
victims are. They want to kill as many
Jews as possible.

BEarlier this month, Palestinian ter-
rorists murdered an Israeli couple driv-
ing in the West Bank right in front of
their terrified children. This level of
hate violence has not been seen in this
region since the suicide bombings in
the 2000s.

Why is this happening? What has
caused this sudden outbreak of terror?
The answer is really pretty simple: in-
citement by Palestinian leaders.

Just last month, Palestinian Author-
ity President Mahmoud Abbas praised
violent riots on the Temple Mount in
Jerusalem; yet, the world press ignores
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his doctrine of murdering Jews. He
called Palestinians killed in the clash-
es “‘martyrs, fighting to keep the dirty
feet of Jews out of the holy site.”

The Temple Mount is the holiest
place in the world for Jews, but accord-
ing to Israeli law, only Muslims are
able to pray there. Israel has no inten-
tion of changing the status quo on
Temple Mount, but Abbas simply
wants to create a charged atmosphere
of violence. This incitement doesn’t
just come from his speeches.

Get this, Mr. Speaker: Palestinian
leaders have turned their schools into
virtual incubators to raise children as
terrorists. School textbooks in Pales-
tinian schools routinely teach students
that Jews are evil and have no right to
live in Israel. They are not just taught
to hate; they are even instructed spe-
cifically how to stab Jews in these
school textbooks.

As all of this incitement translates
into real violence that kills Jews and
injures Israelis, what has Israel done in
response? Israel has reacted how any
democratic country would react to de-
fend its people. The policy is simple: if
a terrorist is wielding a knife and is
spotted, Israeli security is ordered to
shoot that terrorist.

Israel has also increased its arrests of
terrorists in the West Bank, including
the cofounder of Hamas, a terrorist
group. To deter more murderous at-
tacks, Israel has destroyed the homes
of terrorists who have attacked its citi-
zens. Perhaps these terrorists will
think twice about Kkilling people:
women, children, and men.

What exactly has our government
said about this huge wave of Pales-
tinian terrorism? When Israel is up
against the wall, fending off daily at-
tacks, the State Department says that
Israel may be using excessive force. Is
killing someone who tries to kill you
considered excessive force? When did
self-defense become excessive force?

Secretary Kerry went as far as to
blame the current Palestinian violence
on Israeli construction in the West
Bank. Mr. Kerry is totally uninformed
about what the facts are on the ground.
Does Secretary Kerry mean to say that
Israeli civilians deserve to be mur-
dered? That is tantamount to saying
that 9/11 occurred because of America’s
foreign policy in the Middle East.

This dangerous logic by the State De-
partment only encourages more ter-
rorist attacks. It does not stop the ter-
rorism. Nothing can justify the killing
of innocents.

Instead of our government sup-
porting our Israeli allies, we are turn-
ing our backs on them. Instead, we
should be standing side by side with
Israel, condemning the terrorists. We
should be pointing our fingers at the
Palestinian leadership who have insti-
gated all of this violence; hold those
who preach hate and violence account-
able, not give them a pass. Instead of
calling out Israel, the State Depart-
ment should be highlighting the incite-
ment to hatred and violence in the Pal-
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estinian curriculum, in their text-
books.

We must stop making excuses for ter-
rorists and stand up for the victims.
We must stand up for all of our values
and our friends and not betray them.
That includes standing with Israel.

And that is just the way it is.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Rod Cannon, New Vision
Worship Center, Zolfo Spring, Florida,
offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, we are thankful for
You and for the government that was
built on Your foundation.

We thank You for our Representa-
tives who are charged with focusing on
the districts they represent and our
Nation as a whole.

Bless them, Father. Let the burden
that they have for their communities
be shared by the people they represent.
I pray for unity in their hearts. May
they share one focus, and may that
focus be pleasing to You.

Lord, open our eyes that we would
see wondrous things from Your law.

Grant every official a strong desire
for Your wisdom, the courage to say it,
and the commitment to never turn
from rectitude.

Father, let our Nation once again be
a land pleasing and prosperous in Your
sight.

Bless our military and law enforce-
ment who lay their lives on the line
every day on our behalf.

In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. ASHFORD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ASHFORD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:
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